
The FIATA multimodal transport 
bill of lading is recognised 
worldwide. It is a negotiable 
document of title in line with 
the International Chamber of 
Commerce Uniform Rules for 
such documents. The FBL 
carries the logo of the ICC in 
addition to that of FIATA and 
this Association.

The document is widely stipulated in 
Letters of Credit and shipping instructions 
and is recognised by the ICC Banking 
Commission Group as a carrier’s bill and 
by the British Bankers Association.

BIFA is the sole UK authority to approve 
applications and the agreed criteria are 
that registered users must be trading 
members of the Association and must 
show evidence to us of the existence of 
sufficient liability insurance cover. The 
liability is 2 SDR (Special Drawing Rights) 
per kilo. An SDR is subject to fluctuation 
like currency, and you will find the rate 
quoted in financial papers.

Members may wish to have the document 
printed by their own printer or produced 
in continuous stationery format. This 
is quite in order, but it is necessary for 
BIFA to approve the document before it 
has been printed. In this case we issue 
a licence which costs £483.33 per year, 

plus VAT. Your application for a licence 
should be accompanied by a printer’s 
proof of your intended bill of lading, in 
the enclosed format and include a space 
for your FBL licence number (0000) your 
BIFA registration number, («member_no») 
the FIATA logo in the centre and printed 
in blue (the colour pantone number is 
2975U).

On receipt of written confirmation from 
us that your proof document is correct, 
you will receive your licence number 
and an invoice for the fee, then you 
may go ahead and order stocks. On the 
anniversary of your licence renewal, you 
will automatically get a letter requesting a 
further copy of your current bill of lading 
and the invoice for the renewal fee.

We trust the above information is clear 
and ask you to contact us should you 
require any further clarification.
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BIFA license to print  
FIATA Multimodal Bills  
of Lading (FBL)

For the FIATA trading conditions and FIATA Logo please send your request to:

Sarah Milton  E: s.milton@bifa.org

You can also get the BIFA logo from www.bifa.org  
You will have to login before you can download.






